i oo    The Philosophy of the Conditioned.

In order to conceive the Unconditioned
existing as a thing, we must conceive it as
existing out of relation to everything else.
For if nothing beyond itself is necessary as a
condition of its existence, it can exist separate
from everything else ; and its pure existence
as the unconditioned is so separate. It must
therefore be conceivable as the sole existence,
having no plurality beyond itself; and as
simple, having no plurality within itself.
For if we cannot conceive it as existing apart
from other things, we cannot conceive it as
independent of them ; and if we conceive it
as a compound of parts, we have further to
ask as before, what is the principle of unity
which binds these parts into one whole ? If
there is such a principle, this is the true
unconditioned ; if there is no such principle,
there is no unconditioned ; for that which